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2020 END OF YEAR MESSAGE.                                                                                                                   
December 14, 2020 

Over the past eleven months, the year 2020 has proved to be one of the deadliest 
times to be alive. From locust swarms, earthquakes, floods, landslides, and of 
course the Coronavirus, this year has kept everyone at the edge of their seats, 
waiting for what is to come next. 
 
The 2019–20 coronavirus is a pandemic  (COVID-19) caused by the severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The disease was first identified in 
Wuhan, Hubei, China in December 2019.   

• Virus strain: Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)  

• Symptoms: Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People 
with these symptoms may have COVID-19: Cough, shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing, fever, chills, muscle pain, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell.   
.Incubation period: 1-14 days 

• Mode of transmission: Human-to-human transmission via respiratory droplets 

• Prevention tips: Avoiding close contact with sick individuals; frequently washing 
hands with soap and water; not touching the eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed 
hands; and practicing good respiratory hygiene. Avoiding crowds, social distancing 
and using mask. 

At the time of this message about 72.5m people have tested positive and 1,610,000 have 
died worldwide while back home in America 16.3m people have tested positive and 
300,000 reported dead. However, to the glory of God, the Vaccine developed by Pfizer 
Pharmaceutical considered to be 95% effective was approved December 11, 2020 by 
FDA and applied to the first recipient today December 14, 2020. 

 The 2020 Atlantic hurricane season was the most active and the seventh 
costliest Atlantic hurricane season on record. In addition, it was the fifth consecutive above 
average Atlantic hurricane season from 2016 onward, though it was the first extremely 
active season since 2017. The season featured a total of 31 (sub)tropical cyclones, all 
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but one of which became a named storm. Of the 30 named storms, 13 developed into 
hurricanes, and six further intensified into major hurricanes. Of the 30 named storms, 
12 made landfall in the contiguous United States, breaking the record of nine set in 1916.  
During the season, 27 tropical storms established a new record for the earliest formation 
by storm number. This season also featured a record 10 tropical cyclones that 
underwent rapid intensification, tying it with 1995. Total deaths during this year’s 
hurricane season remained at 409 while property damages totaled $41 billion. 
 
Bushfires,  
 Australia wildfire which started to show in October of 2019 due to prolonged 
droughts around the country suddenly assumed an emergency dimension spreading  
fast and wide. With time, a state of emergency was declared in Queensland and 
New South Wales and slowly all the other states followed as the fires continued to 
spread. Also known as Black Summer, the Australian bushfires were deemed as 
one of the biggest natural disasters. The extent of damage ranged from an 
estimated 18 million hectares burned, over 9000 buildings and homes destroyed, 
and 400 deaths (directly or indirectly). Also in California over 3.2 million acres of 
land were lost with properties destroyed running into millions of dollars. Washington 
state, Idaho, Oregon, Canada, Mexico and Amazon region were also not spared.  
 
Flash Floods, Indonesia – 2020 
Occurring in the early hours of 1st January, overnight there was a heavy downpour 
which caused the rivers to overflow adding to the devastating flash floods that 
covered Jakarta and its neighboring areas entirely. The floods have been 
responsible for displacing a population of over 4 million, causing 66 deaths, 
landslides, and tones of destruction. 
 
 Earthquakes,  
Even with the ongoing pandemic, other catastrophic situations such as earthquakes 
also continued to ravage the world. 45 major earthquakes have been categorized 
over 6 degrees on the Richter scale. Jamaica and Russia faced earthquakes with a 
reading of over 7 magnitudes and were symbolically the worst-hit countries. An 
earthquake in Turkey was responsible for 41 deaths. 
 

Swarms of Locusts, Asia-East Africa-India-Middle East - 2020 

Desert Locusts are migratory pests that can eat as much food as around the amount 
35,000 people can eat. They feed on crops and have the power to destroy crops 
within seconds. Moreover, they breed rapidly and almost 150 million of these pests 
can exist in a 1 square kilometer area. They do not harm human beings. 
Being called one of the worst pest attacks in almost 26 years, it is being said that 
the sudden increase of these locusts has occurred due to a change in the climate. 
The increase in temperature has made it possible for breeding to happen while also 
making it habitable. 
In India, videos of the locusts swarming have been circulated and they can make a 
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person uncomfortable. The states of Gujarat, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh have seen the effects of these pest attacks.  

The 6th National Convention –  The 2021 National Convention holding at Maryland-Washington 
Region  tagged  ”Transformation 2021” which promises yet another great landmark for the 
diocese has, regrettably, been re-scheduled to May 2022 in view of the un-abating COVID-19. 
Registration of members and parishes will, however, continue to ensure an early conclusion and 
perfection of the program of events. 

USA Diocese Imeko Property 

The construction of this imposing edifice seems to have been slowed down by the approval 
process from Ogun State Planning Authority also blamed by them on COVID-19. It is, however, 
hoped that the new year 2021 will witness the completion and dedication of the building by the 
grace of the Lord.                                                                                                                                           
Perhaps we should remind ourselves, once again, of EXCO approved levies: Every Parish: 
$200.00, Every shepherd and Church worker: $100.00 each. Every male and female elder 
$100.00 and every member/parishioner: $25. Pay into: Account: Bank of America NA Routing 
#021200339   CCC Property Dev. Account.  Account # 3810 5482 5691. Please note that we are 
still expecting parishes and members to make good the pledges they made at the Convention. 
Your Receipt of payment should be communicated to the Committee’s Treasurer – MC Adesola 
Obe Tel. 443-600-6644. We appeal to all members to please pay up as soon as possible.  

Annual Pilgrimage to the Holy Land of Israel:  The 5th 10-day pilgrimage to the holy land of Israel 
originally scheduled to take place between May 09, and May 18, 2020 was regrettably put on 
hold for May 2021 because of the ravaging COVID – 19. With the recently approved vaccine it is 
hoped that the wave would be stemmed to allow for the pilgrimage to take place this coming 
year. Meetings will continue to be held with all the intending pilgrims early in the new year to 
update them of developments. For questions, please call/text the general coordinator: Sister 
Ijeoma Umoru at (973) 476-4336 or email her at handmaidathisfeet@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                
 
Shepherds and Church workers Retreat – 2021.( Hilton Garden Inn, Detroit Metro Airport, MI) 
Trusting on the mercy and divine intervention of the Lord it is hoped that the environment will 
be free of coronavirus in the new year to allow for a programmed Retreat. The Retreat is 
intended to update all shepherds and church workers, enrich and enlarge their horizon of 
knowledge and understanding and align them with contemporary developments.  Unless 
professionals submit to regular retreat and refresher Courses they will soon become obsolete 
tools of no relevance.  This is to re-emphasize the compelling need for every shepherd and 
registered church worker to be at this all important and crucial conference where issues of 
lasting consequence will be decided. This Retreat will cover among other issues: 

 Refresher Course on sound doctrines and ordinances of the Church. 

 Standardization of principles and practices on some controversial issues. 

 Education on Sound Ecclesiastic codes of conducts. 

 Standardization of Church Administration, Accounting, legal and Taxation. 

 Shepherds welfare, compensation and set up of Mechanism for Conflict resolution.                                          
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 Chairmen and Parochial Committees should please note that Air fares and boarding of 

shepherds shall be borne by the parishes. Wives of Shepherds are also required at this Retreat 

as co-workers in the Vineyard of God. Their forum will address the Standard behavior, moral 

practice and their schedule of responsibilities to make the calling of their husbands a 

successful and profitable one for God. 

 Scheduled date for the Retreat will be announced in the new year. 

The Harvest Convocation of this year was reduced to families Thanksgiving Service to keep 
everybody safe and strong from the virus. The Thanksgiving Services were celebrated peacefully 
without any reported incident. The Pastor and Spiritual Head, Rev. EMF Oshoffa sent his pastoral 
blessing unto all the flocks of God. May we celebrate many more harvests in the land of the 
living and be counted among the chosen at the end-time Convocation.  

 
At Christmas, we have celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the giver of life, the author of Salvation, the 
only source of enduring joy, and peace. Please be reminded that at Christmas you are required by the Scripture to 
appear before the Lord with your thanks-offering in appreciation of His awesome grace, love and mercy. As a true 
believer, remember to provide friendly gifts that are truly reflective of divine love, peace and hope to someone in 
your family, in your neighborhood and in your church. Let the less fortunate, the handicapped, the orphans, 
widows and the laborers in the Vineyard know that you care, and so store up treasures for yourselves in heaven.  
 
As usual, we are taking advantage of this Season to express our most profound gratitude for the wonderful support,  
and cooperation received from all parishioners, officers, and shepherds by the states, regional, diocesan, and 
pastoral administrations of this great church, during the outgoing year 2020. We also appreciate your unflinching 
faith in CCC as the end-time Vessel of Salvation. May the good God of reciprocity keep you & give you peace.  
 
More importantly, kindly pause and reflect on your past and make a sincere atonement to those that you have 
offended, forgive and forget the sins of those who have offended you, repent and renew your vow unto the Lord 
that you will, henceforth, be a source of peace to your neighbors, a fountain of progress to the church and a vessel 
for the promotion of God’s Kingdom. This is the most rewarding resolution for the new year.  As we celebrate let us 
also remember to pray for quick restitution for all those who have been devastated in one way or the other during 
the outgoing year, particularly the families of over 1 million Souls lost to COVID-19 all over the world. May the in-
coming year 2021 be a year of restoration of joy to them all.                                                                                                                                  
 
On behalf of the Pastor and Spiritual Head of the Church, Pastor EM Oshoffa, the Board of Trustees, the Pastor -in-
Council and the Diocese of USA, the Council wishes all members a Merry Christmas and a most peaceful, fulfilling, 
prosperous  and joyous 2021. 
 
And unto Him who has made it possible for us to see the year end in good health, sound mind,  peace, joy and 
freedom, the Almighty God of all creations, King of immortality, Everlasting Holy Father, His beloved Son, Lord & 
Savior Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit be the glory, honor, majesty, power and dominion now and forevermore. 
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